Each chapter includes a brief introduction that provides succinct biographical and bibliographical information on these authors, a concise account of their projects, and information on the importance of these projects to Kant's fi rst Critique. Extensive references to the fi rst Critique , brought together in a concordance, highlight the potential relevance of each text.
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Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. It is obviously impossible to produce a single volume that includes all of the background texts that are minimally necessary for a reader to attain even a basic understanding of Kant's Critique of Pure Reason . For when composing the fi rst Critique, Kant was undoubtedly aware of and reacting to the views of numerous major thinkers such as Plato, Descartes, Locke, Newton, Leibniz, and Hume, and one must also keep in mind, especially in the cases of Newton, Leibniz, and Hume, that how their views were received and interpreted in eighteenth-century Germany may have been very different from our understanding today. Moreover, there are myriad "minor" fi gures whose views Kant would have been intimately familiar with. The scope of the relevant texts is simply too vast for all of them to be included in a single volume. Insofar as the texts of the major philosophers are currently available in high-quality English editions, readers of Kant are, comparatively speaking, already well served. The same cannot be said, however, of Kant's immediate predecessors and contemporaries, that is, eighteenth-century philosophers in Germany who wrote in Latin, French, or German.
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The present volume thus represents a fi rst attempt at providing English translations of selections of those German, French, and Latin works that would most help us to put the Critique of Pure Reason in its fuller historical context. It would naturally be highly desirable if all of the major works of all of the relevant authors were translated in their entirety. Instead, I have chosen those fi gures whose works are least available in English while also being the most relevant to understanding Kant's fi rst Critique. As a result, I have not included authors of only tangential relevance to the Critical Kant (such as Boscovich and Maupertuis), even though they are interesting in their own right, and Moses Mendelssohn, who was extremely infl uential at the time, was Preface www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press
has already made his most important philosophical works readily available in a recent volume. Insofar as many authors who were not included in this volume deserve to be, I gladly invite others to rectify on other occasions the injustices I have committed. For each author included in this volume, I have selected and translated those passages that either give a sense of the author's overall project or are most directly relevant to specifi c passages in the fi rst Critique.
I have attempted to indicate the relevance of the texts translated below to Kant's thought by inserting footnotes that suggest which passages they would be related to in some way, whether it be by comparison or contrast. I have focused primarily on references to the Critique of Pure Reason, though not in a comprehensive and exhaustive way, which would have been neither possible (in light of the scope) nor even desirable (in light of the different views that readers might take on this issue). References will be either to specifi c passages, indicated by the standard A/B pagination of the fi rst and second editions of the fi rst Critique , or to sections of the fi rst Critique, or, where appropriate, to both. The concordance provides a handy way to identify which passages are relevant to which particular sections in the fi rst Critique. In addition, I have occasionally made reference to several of Kant's pre-Critical publications when the passage in question was especially pertinent. If the texts translated herein help us to appreciate their signifi cance as well, this is a welcome bonus, but insofar as Kant's pre-Critical works shed light on the Critique of Pure Reason, their indirect contribution may be crucial too. All editorial actions are indicated with brackets. All footnotes marked by a number are the editor's. Any footnote marked by something other than a number is the author's.
For those looking for discussions that draw on the historical background to Kant' I am grateful to James Messina and Tim Jankowiak for their help with proofreading the translations and to James for help with the references to the fi rst Critique as well as with the preparation of the concordance. 
